
 

 

 

February 11, 2015 

Supplemental Groundwater Statement 

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) through the Walker Basin Restoration Program (Program) 

currently owns approximately 9,400 AF of permitted supplemental groundwater (SGW) rights acquired from 

willing sellers in the Walker River Basin, Nevada. Of this total, approximately 5,100 AF are permitted for use in the 

Mason Valley sub-basin; the balance can be used only in the East Walker or Shurz sub-basins, and none in Smith 

Valley.  

The Program is acutely aware of the Nevada State Engineer’s (NSE) curtailment order imposing a 50% “cap” on 

SGW withdrawals in Mason and Smith Valleys during the 2015 irrigation season.  NFWF and the Program have 

been approached by a number of local landowners inquiring whether NFWF might be willing to sell or lease some 

portion of its SGW holdings to assist the agricultural community in its efforts to cope with such extraordinary 

circumstances.  

The Program has reviewed its current portfolio of water rights and has determined that its SGW rights within the 

curtailment area are already spoken for.  A portion of the SGW rights will remain in place this season to support 

active and anticipated re-vegetation and stewardship efforts now managed by the Walker Basin Conservancy 

(WBC) on lands acquired by the Program and/or on lands retained by sellers with their ongoing voluntary 

cooperation.  The remainder of the SGW rights is connected to the proposed transfer of Program-acquired decreed 

surface water rights, which was approved by the NSE in accordance with negotiated stipulations but has been 

protested and remains under consideration by the Federal District Court of Nevada.  These SGW rights will not be 

exercised this year, providing a measure of relief to the depleted aquifer system.  

Over the past several years NFWF has explored a variety of options for the sustainable use and long-term 

disposition of SGW rights acquired by the Program.  Consultations with the NSE and the Walker River Irrigation 

District have included the possibility of retiring some or all of those rights or their potential use in an expanded 

District well water program.   Our primary goals in all of these discussions have been to (a) assist the NSE’s office in 

their efforts to protect the overall aquifer system, (b) assist the Walker Basin agricultural community, and (c) 

support the Program’s surface water change approval efforts, all in accordance with and to the extent allowed by 

our existing Program authorities.  

NFWF, the Program, and WBC remain committed to finding creative and equitable solutions to all of these 

challenges and look forward to working with all interested parties on these critically important issues.   

 


