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The Walker River Irrigation District and National Fish and Wildlife Foundation are awaiting a 

decision in federal court on whether water acquired under a demonstration leasing program may 

be temporarily transferred from agricultural use to Walker Lake for fish and wildlife purposes. 

U.S. District Court Judge Robert Jones presided over a hearing on a petition by WRID for a 

temporary modification of the Walker River Decree (C-125) on April 7. There, Jones said he 

preferred to gather all facets of the case to issue one ruling, rather than ruling on various 

components at different times. 

The application to transfer the water has been approved by the Nevada State Engineer’s office 

and the California State Water Resources Control Board. 

At issue is the proposed changes in the point of diversion, place of use or purpose of use of 

federally-adjudicated water rights that have been established by the Walker River decree. 

Attorney Karen Peterson, representing the United States Board of Water Commissioners, argued 

before Judge Jones that it is her client’s belief that the water is tied to the land and cannot be tied 

to Walker Lake. 

The WRID’s legal counsel, Gordon DePaoli, argued that there is nothing in the C-125 decree 

that prohibits the temporary changes. 

When asked by Jones why WRID was taking that position, DePaoli said it is because water 

rights are owned and recognized as the assets of farmers. 

“The District is not going to stand and contend that farmers cannot do with their assets what they 

feel is best,” DePaoli said. 

As to whether the changes applied for would constitute injury as defined by the Walker River 

Decree, DePaoli said there is no evidence any water user would receive less water because of the 

changes. 

“We think the administration of this can be managed,” DePaoli said. “In summary, we’re asking 

for approval.” 

A hearing for a motion to dismiss filed by the Walker River Paiute Tribe is scheduled May 4 

before Judge Jones. 

 


