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The Walker River Irrigation District Board of Directors is holding a special meeting Thursday to 

discuss the possibility of providing financial and/or in-kind support to the cleaning of the Walker 

River in Mason Valley. 

The meeting is scheduled for 8 a.m. at the district office on North Main Street. 

The city of Yerington and Lyon County have been asked to contribute cash and/or in-kind 

support, confirmed their managers. 

The Mason Valley Conservation District is taking the lead role in the cleaning project, confirmed 

officials, including Jim Shaw, federal watermaster for the Walker River. 

He said Ed Ryan, manager of the Mason Valley and Smith Valley conservation districts, is 

filling out the application for permits with the Army Corps of Engineers and is seeking grant 

funding also. 

The WRID board agenda says the board will be asked to consider approving “providing financial 

and/or in-kind support to project of Mason Valley Conservation District to remove sediment 

from the bed of the Walker River from the Yerington Weir to the Goldfield Bridge (the sediment 

removal project), which support may include but not be limited to, funds allocated to the District 

pursuant to Grant Agreement between the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and the District 

dated April 29, 2011 as amended November 27, 2012, or, in the alternative, funds from the 

District itself, removal of rock diversion structures as necessary, provision of equipment useful 

in the Sediment Removal Project, and/or provision of equipment operators for the Sediment 

Removal Project.” 

Lyon County manager Jeff Page said the county was asked to contribute cash and/or in-kind 

contributions also. 

He said he was recommending to the county commission to contribute $25,000 and to authorize 

the road department to provide haul trucks to haul away the sediment material removed from the 

riverbed. 

He said he understood the project was proposed to excavate the material from the river onto the 

side where it would be hauled away, which doesn’t require as many permits as if the material is 

left there. 

He said this is a very important project that needs to be done, especially to protect the local 

community from flooding. 



Yerington Mayor George Dini said this project is crucial and urgent so he had approved a 

contribution of $10,000 of city funds in support of the project, although he felt that amount was 

“a drop in the bucket” and possibly more would be needed. 

“We’ve got to get this river cleaned” while it is dry, he said, and not delay until it’s flowing 

again. “It’s a very important project.” 

He said with the build-up of silt and sediment the “potential (of flooding) is looking us right in 

the face. The city has a lot to lose.” The mayor said, “with the river so clogged up, (a heavy 

snowstorm followed by a meltdown) could make the flood of ’97 look like a picnic.” 

Shaw, who is retiring at the end of this week, said the conservation district is included this with 

its stock permit but they were going through the steps with the Army Corps of Engineers to be 

sure everything is proper and so they could do something else than initially planned, potentially. 

He agreed this is the prime time to clean the river when it is dry. 

Dini concluded of the project, “Sometimes you’ve got to do what’s right.” 

 


